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Four arrested in armed robbery, prostitution case
Police investigate an October 28 incident that began as sex solicitation in the Hunters Ridge apartment area
By ALISON PARKER
The Breeze

Harrisonburg police arrested four
people in relation to an Oct. 28 armed
robbery that sprang from a prostitution solicitation in the Hunters Ridge
area.
On Nov. 7, Harrisonburg police
arrested James Davis, 21, Jacary
Moore, 23, Tara Hodgins, 18, and Renita Wright, 19, with charges of robbery
and conspiracy to commit robbery.
Earlier that day, police executed a
search warrant and confiscated assault
rifles, handguns, ammunition, digital
scales, cell phones, documents and
clothing from Davis’ apartment at 1380
H, according to an affidavit.
On Oct. 28, two men, whom the
police are referring to as “witnesses,”
came forward to police to report the
incident.
The witnesses said they were on
their way to visit a friend in the complex. Both of them saw two women,
reportedly Hodgins and Wright, who

then solicited them for sex in the
second-floor breezeway of the 1380
complex.
The women allegedly told the witnesses they would have sex with them
for $300. After negotiating with the
witnesses, they settled for $100 each.
They said one of the women gave them
her cell phone number to arrange to
meet later that evening.
The two witnesses left to go to the
ATM. As they were leaving the area,
another man, reportedly Moore,
approached them and started talking
about the women. He advised the witnesses that when they got the money,
they needed to call him on his cell
phone. The man provided his number.
At 3:44 a.m., they called the man,
saying they had the money and were
on their way back to 1380 in Hunters. When the witnesses arrived, they
spoke again with the two women. They
all walked together to the first-floor
breezeway of 1396 Hunters apartment.
Moore, who was reportedly wearing a black hat and a red-and-white

bandana around his face, ran into the
breezeway. He allegedly pulled a small
black handgun from his jacket. Another man, reportedly Davis, came from
the other side of the breezeway, also
wearing a black mask and holding a
black, medium-sized handgun.
The women disappeared from the
scene, and the two men demanded
money from the witnesses. The witnesses gave their wallets with their
credit cards, social security information, Green Cards and money.
One of the witnesses reported that
while they were being robbed, Moore
allegedly hit him on the side of the
head with the blunt end of the gun.
Shortly after, the men told the witnesses to walk into the woods. They
instead ran off toward Bradley Drive
and were able to get away. They went
straight to the police department to
report what had happened.
Police tried to search the location of
the offenders by using the cell phone
numbers, but couldn’t find them.
The witnesses also reported that
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An armed robbery occurred in the 1300 block of Hunters Road in late October.

one of the women they met walked
into apartment H in the 1380 complex. After police responded to that

location, they identified Davis as one
see CRIME, page 4

WHAT THE
DUKES
NEED
TO DO
Going into Saturday’s
game against Old
Dominion JMU’s place
in the CAA leads
to a possible, but
complicated, path to
the postseason.

>> See PAGE 7 for
in-depth analysis
of this weekend’s
game against
Old Dominion
University.
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‘Queer performer’ strips down to shed light
Artist uses stage, student workshops to expose injustices against minorities
By BRIDGET CONDON
and IJ CHAN
The Breeze

COURTESY OF TIM MILLER

In his performances, Tim Miller covers up with a record before getting nude on stage.

Tim Miller takes his clothes off
slowly, until nothing but a vinyl
record covers his body. Then he
removes that, too.
Miller, a self-proclaimed “queer
performer,” combined humor with the
struggles of being gay during his oneman show “Us” on Tuesday night at
the Forbes Center for the Performing
Arts. This is Miller’s third time at JMU.
“Us” is based on what Miller would
pack if he were to leave the country — a possibility since his partner’s
visa will soon expire. The performance
incorporated props, like a suitcase
packed with vinyl records of Broadway musicals, an American flag and a
National Geographic, which he used
as porn as a child.
A large American flag made entirely of musical posters hung across the
stage curtain. Miller compared this
flag to the one in his suitcase, saying
that the America he wants resembles
the flag over the stage.
That flag, he said, represented true

“We say we’re America,
Land of the Free, but
that excludes blacks,
women and gay people.”
Tim Miller

self-proclaimed
‘queer performer’

freedom and appreciation of gay people and their culture.
“We say we’re America, Land of
the Free, but that excludes blacks,
women and gay people,” Miller said.
“The show really demonstrates how
the ‘us’ in the United States has
changed.”
Since 1999, Miller’s acts — shown
around the world — have focused
on creatively addressing issues like
marriage equality in the U.S. He also
incorporated how Maine, Maryland,
Minnesota and Washington legalized same-sex marriage in the 2012
election.

Miller took out a pile of vinyl records
of musicals and one-by-one, recounting the lessons he’s learned from each
of them.
As he told the story behind each
record, Miller placed each one on the
floor, eventually making a walkway out
of them across the stage floor.
“Oliver!” was perhaps the most
influential and relatable to him as a
child. He compared gay people to the
orphans in it, always forced to “ask for
more” in life.
Hosted by the School of Theatre and
Dance, LGBT and Ally Education Program, Miller also worked with about 24
students throughout the week to prepare them for a show tonight.
Miller worked with students both
individually and in groups in anticipation of tonight, when students will
perform a piece they’ve been working on. Sessions involved practicing
dialogue and movement exercises,
as Miller encouraged participants
(mostly theatre and dance majors)
to focus their passion on portraying unfairness they see in their lives.
see QUEER, page 4
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Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Nancy
Pelosi, the liberal San Francisco congresswoman who
became the first woman
speaker of the House, will
seek to remain the Democratic leader in the next
Congress.
Pelosi made the
announcement Wednesday
to a packed meeting of her
caucus.
“They say a picture is
worth a million words. Well
this picture is worth millions
of aspirations of the American people,” Pelosi told the
gathering, according to a
Democratic leadership aide
in attendance at the closed
meeting. “This new class
makes our caucus historic.
The first time in legislative
history that a caucus will be
a majority of women and
minorities.”
“The message is clear
from the American people. They want us to work
together to get things done.
And that’s what these folks
are here to do. Just like all of

you.
“We may not have the
gavel, but as I can see in this
room, we have the unity,”
Pelosi said, according to the
leadership aide, who asked
for anonymity to discuss the
private meeting.
Pelosi had been mum
about her plans after
Democrats failed to win
the majority in Tuesday’s
election.
A champion campaign
fundraiser, Pelosi is regarded
as a polarizing figure. Elected
to the House in 1987, she was
chosen by the Democratic
rank and file in 2002 to succeed Richard A. Gephardt of
Missouri as minority leader,
becoming the first woman to
head a party in either chamber of Congress, as well as the
first top party leader in the
House from California.
In 2007, she became speaker — and the first Californian
to head the House — overseeing passage of the most
far-reaching healthcare
overhaul since the creation
of Medicare, an economic
stimulus program, and the
revamping of financial regulations, often with little or
no Republican support. But
while she — and her Democratic majority — ruled the
House, she became a favorite
Republican campaign target
as evidence of what’s wrong
with Washington.

cloudy
49°/37°
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ACROSS
1 Elegant trinket
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or taro
ACROSS
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111Chinese
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Not proximate
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Princess
1015
Leave
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Bride”
kidnapper
14 Diva’s
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of experts
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Replay
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time in
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oughta
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__” squashed
Come
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2532
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too sweet
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Inklingdecks
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3535
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D’s
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Extended
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true”
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49 L.A.
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66 Student’s
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69 Avg.
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64 “Star Trek: DSN”
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DOWN
Below-average
165
Goes
on and onJoe
Eternities
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Unwritten
3 Barcelona boy
DOWN
4 Joke writer
Big screen
pig
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HMO
alternative
Third-generation
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Musical
release of 2012
sensitivity
7 One-named Irish
folk singer
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spinoff
member
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6soup
Windshield
application
10 Elbows
rudely
7 Pac-12
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11 “In
the morning”
e.g.host
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8 Some troughs
12 Security
device
9 It’s
usually
broken
13 __
torch:
patio
before use
light
“You the
da man!”
1810
Finish
laundry
Author another
of “The
1911Perform
Sandman”
MRI
on
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23 Oldman
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Respected Smurf
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2413
Ragamuffin
Abbr. __ tea
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Think
tankautos
product
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Old
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Cheap sauce
2819
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Keep from
going
fastener
higher
29 “The
Trial” writer
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Subway
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31 Furthermore
Club with the
3225
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motto “To Make
scholar
the Best
Better”
33 Times
to send
in
26the
Beset
troops
Milan’s
La __
3427
“Full
House”
co28star
Fully
committed
Bob
Traveled
down
3729
Panama
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theinGrand
39 Co.
Paris Canal,
say
40 “Sesame
Street
News Flash”
reporter
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MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday
mornings, The Breeze is distributed
throughout James Madison University
and the local Harrisonburg community.
Comments and complaints should be
addressed to Torie Foster, editor.

Today

Wind industry
works to
protect tax
break
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Wind
energy advocates have just
weeks to save a multibilliondollar tax break, arguing half
the jobs in the industry will
be lost if Congress allows it to
expire as scheduled at the end
of the year.
But opponents are boosting their efforts to kill the tax
credit as Congress resumes
work this week to grapple
with the nation’s huge deficit
problem. A group tied to the
oil industry is circulating a
study saying it’s time for wind
to stand on its own without
the help.
Kansas Republican Gov.
Sam Brownback told reporters Tuesday that the booming
wind development in his state
is headed toward zero next
year without the tax break.
“That shows you how
dramatic the impact is,”
Brownback said. “With the
extension of the production
tax credit, there will be much
more wind investment, much
more wind electricity that’s
produced.”

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
11/5/12

Monday’s puzzle solved

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved
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30 Has met before
31 JFK listings
College
srs.’ tests
4132
Hula
swivelers
Soup with a bento
4637
Family-friendly,
38filmwise
Named for a prez,
Philly public
47 German
coal
square also known
valley
as Love
Park
48 Native
American
41groups
Master card?
Golf hole’s
edge
5044
Sierra
Nevada
46resort
Uniformed forces
WWI German
5247
Tax-sheltered
vice admiral
accts.
53 Store opening
time
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50 USAF stealth
11/5/12
plane
“__“I”toindo
it!”
5451
The
IHOP:
52Abbr.
Trail
Brangelina, e.g.
5553
End-of-the-week
54letters
Tic-tac-toe option
Quash
5655
Scandinavian
56literary
Element in
hemoglobin
collection
Egyptian
5857
Bakery
call dangers
Dick
5959
Happy
Philosopher
6060
Spreading
trees
Mo-__
62 Ancient
63 Yiddish cries of
dismay
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Communist
Party fear
reform more
than
corruption
McClatchy Newspapers

BEIJING — Even for a Chinese Communist Party known
for its cognitive dissonance, a
report delivered by General
Secretary Hu Jintao last week
was hard to reconcile.
He warned that the state
could collapse under the
weight of corruption and lack
of political integrity, but at the
same time he signaled that
reform should not be overly
aggressive.
A weeklong party congress
that began with that speech
on Nov. 8 and draws to a close
on Wednesday has suggested
that although China’s officials acknowledge a long list
of domestic challenges, they
intend to keep any changes
tightly within their grasp.
The situation points to a predicament that frequently grows
larger and harder to unwind
for rulers of one-party systems. While recognizing that
societal problems are worsening, they see no alternative
other than the organization
that helped create many of

the complications in the first
place.
“There’s a commonly used
phrase: Not reforming means
to wait for death, reforming
means to court death,” said
Zhang Lifan, a historian in
Beijing who worked at the
state Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences.
In his report, which was
the result of extensive consultation and drafting with
the party, Hu made clear that
adjustments will be allowed
only under an authoritarian
thumb. He trumpeted the
nation’s decision not to waver
from the party’s guidance or,
as he put it, to have avoided
“the erroneous path of changing the banner.”
That leaves a knotty task
for the nation’s incoming top
leadership, which will likely
be left to address a wide array
of serious issues — such as a
deep divide in income and
privilege, widespread environmental woes, rampant
official corruption and a
lack of rule of law — without
enacting transformational
reform that could directly
threaten the status quo.
The all-powerful politburo standing committee is
scheduled for unveiling on
Thursday.
Whatever the standing
committee’s composition,
few expect it to make any
radical moves.
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WE LIKE BREAKS, TOO.
The Breeze will publish again Nov. 29.
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By JEN EYRING | The Breeze

In a local homeless
shelter, many find
more than just a
place to sleep.
They find a new
kind of family.

BRIAN PRESCOTT / THE BREEZE

Jack Hurd, 55, has been homeless for about a month. He spent Monday night at the Harrisonburg and Rockingham Thermal Shelter. HARTS provides food and a warm place to sleep for up to 40 people.

Derek Merberger, a 21 year-old in baggy clothes with a
scraggly beard, pulls up his sleeve to reveal the “F--- you”
tattoo on his arm.
Beside him, Jack Hurd, 55, pulls the sleeve back down.
“Let’s hide that up there,” Hurd said. “Come on.”
Hurd’s trying to “straighten out” Merberger, he said on
Monday night. He has a 21-year-old son and has taken on
a kind of fatherly role with Merberger, who dropped out of
high school and is now homeless.
The two spend their nights in the Harrisonburg and Rockingham Thermal Shelter, a nonprofit homeless shelter that
opened for the season on Nov. 5.
After dropping out, Merberger came to Virginia to live with
his brother, but when his brother moved to West Virginia, he
was left without a home. He’s now on probation for larceny
after stealing clothes to try to stay warm.
Hurd, who has been homeless for about a month, always

IN BRIEF
JMU

Parking Services reminds
students to move cars

checks in on Merberger when he comes to the shelter.
“How are you doing? You get something to eat?” Hurd
asked Merberger when he walked in on Monday.
“He’s a good young man,” Hurd said.
Despite the support system, Merberger prefers his
independence.
“I try to maintain my own place to stay,” Merberger said.
“I’ll come to a shelter if I have to, but usually I try to spend
the night at a friend’s house.”
Merberger and Hurd are two of about 20 people who
spent Monday night at HARTS, which is open until April.
Every week, HARTS moves among 16 churches that offer
their buildings to the shelter, and volunteers from another
church prepare dinner every night.
The shelter was started in 2007 after two men froze to death
while sleeping outside. HARTS currently has 40 mats available for whoever comes to the shelter to sleep.

On Monday night, the people spending the night and volunteers from Manor Memorial United Methodist Church in
New Market sat around tables, enjoying a homemade meal.
Many of the shelter’s guests sat close together, some holding
hands, talking about their lives and catching up in between
bites of meatloaf, mac and cheese and chocolate cupcakes.
“We tie together to shield and protect each other because
we have no one else,” Hurd said. “We’re like family. I love
each and every one of them.”
These interactions are one of Andrew Martin’s favorite
parts of working at the shelter. Martin, a senior history major
and night shelter manager at HARTS, prefers working the
5:30 p.m. to midnight shift at the shelter because he gets to
interact with everyone.
“I really want to help them get on their feet again,” Martin said.
see HARTS, page 4

Coming soon to JMU?
Survey says students want a Redbox on campus

With the football game this weekend,
students need to remember to move
their cars from reserved parking lots.
The reserved lots are: Champions
Drive Parking Deck, P Lot, G Lot, C3,
C4, R1, R6 and D2 lots.
According Parking Services, all normal football parking regulations will
be in effect. Cars found in these lots
at 6 a.m. Saturday will be ticketed and
towed.
RICHMOND

Democratic chairman
to resign from position
Brian Moran, Democratic Party
of Virginia chairman, is stepping
down, according to The Richmond
Times-Dispatch.
Del. Charniele Herring has already
declared her candidacy to replace him.
Moran, who was the chairman for
two years, didn’t say why he’s resigning or what he has planned.
His resignation is effective Dec. 8.
At the time, the committee will elect a
new chair.
SUFFOLK

Rivers polluted
from Sandy
Three major rivers in Virginia remain
heavily polluted after Hurricane
Sandy, according to The Richmond
Times-Dispatch.
The lower James, Lynnhaven and
Nansemond Rivers contain high levels
of coliphage, a virus that’s linked to the
presence of raw sewage.
During the storm, a pipeline near
a Nansemond tributary burst, spilling
18 million gallons of untreated sewage
into the waterways.
Most of the lower Chesapeake Bay
is closed, and officials don’t plan to
reopen the waterways until the coliphage levels decline.
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This CVS Redbox is one of 14 located within four miles of campus.
By ELIZABETH DSURNEY
The Breeze

Redbox might be an option soon
for speedy DVD rentals on campus.
SGA’s Student Service Committee sent out a survey asking
students if they would use a Redbox on campus.
Andrew Luethke, a senior political science major and member of
the committee, thinks a Redbox
could be more convenient for students living on campus without a
car.
Lu e t h ke ha s re c e i ve d 25 0
responses so far, and of them, 98
percent said “yes” to a Redbox on
campus.
“Some students who live on campus may not be willing to walk to
Walmart to rent a movie, and kiosks
on campus would be convenient,”
Luethke said.
Possible locations for the Redbox
are Mr. Chips or the bookstore, he
said.
It’s still in the early stages of
planning. The Student Service
Committee must present its plan
to the administration and then go
to Redbox to find out the prices for
installation and use.

There are 14 Redboxes located
within a four-mile radius of campus.
The rental must be returned at
9 p.m. after the day you rent. Prices vary from $1.20 to $2 plus tax
depending on if a movie or game is
being rented. Renters will be charged
another rental period to keep the
movie an extra day.
But at the Media Resources Center
in Carrier, rental is free. Videos can
be checked out for two days for students. Each day it’s late, a $2 fine will
be added onto your student information, resulting in a hold on the user’s
account after the fine reaches $10.
The center also offers many movies, but some students may not be
aware of what it offers or where it’s
located.
Luethke believes that, while the
Media Resources Center is frequently used by students, it is not used as
much as it could be because of a lack
of publicity.
Josh Rayner, a May 2012 graduate,
worked in the Media Resources Center for two years.
The Media Resource Center in is
open from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m, while Redboxes are open to the public 24/7.
see REDBOX, page 4
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HArts | Looking for donations
of clothes, toiletries and bus passes

UPB to host New Boyz
Hip-hop group to perform at JMU for the second time
UPB announced yesterday
that hip-hop duo New Boyz
will headline the group’s second Wilson Hall concert.
It revealed its selection after
an open mic competition with
Alpha Tau Omega. The winners
will open the show.
New Boyz’ latest album “Too
Cool to Care” features hits like

“Better with the Lights Off,”
featuring Chris Brown, and
“Backseat” with The Cataracts
and Dev.
The group placed third in
UPB’s concert survey and
fourth in the hip-hop-specific
category.
Tickets go on sale Nov. 26 at
8 a.m. at the Warren Hall Box

Office. Student tickets are $17
and $20 at the door. The show
is Dec. 6 at 8 p.m.
The first 75 people in line
will be granted floor access,
and UPB is planning on giving
away 15 “plus-one” meet-andgreet passes.
— staff report

Crime | Second violent report in
Hunters Ridge area this semester
from front

of the residents in that
apartment.
Violent crimes like this have
heightened students’ fear,
especially those who live near
that area.
“I’m never leaving my house
again,” said James Hong, a
junior media arts and design
major. “That’s the first thing that
comes to mind.”
Hong lives in the 1390 complex in Hunters Ridge, close to

from page 3

He works at the shelter
three to four nights a week.
He spends the first half of
the night talking with people and hearing about their
days. After most of them have
gone to sleep around 10 p.m.,
he sits and does homework
for his 8 a.m. class the next
morning.
Wo rk i n g t h e re ha s
allowed him to see how
people at HARTS, like Hurd
and Merberger, look out for
each other. Hurd believes
the group has to be close
because they’re the only support they have.
Hurd said although he
talks to his family often, he
rarely gets to see them.
“I miss them — I miss my
kids,” he said. “That’s why I
show their pictures to everybody because I love them.”
Hurd has five kids, whose
pictures and phone numbers
he carries around in a folder.
HARTS works hard to
make sure everyone who’s a
part of their community has
all of the basic necessities.

where the incident happened.
He said it’s a shocking crime,
but he isn’t really surprised it
happened in that location.
He’s felt unsafe after hearing
about the rape of a 22-year-old
woman by two 16-year-olds
in the Hunters area on Oct.
20. The Oct. 28 incident is the
second violent crime in the
Hunters Ridge area this school
year.
“If I ever hear anything outside my apartment, I’ll always

freeze and think, ‘Is someone
trying to get into my apartment?
Or is it just an everyday noise?’
” Hong said.
Police are still investigating
the incident and encourage students who have any information
to call police.
Moore, Davis, Hodgins and
Wright are expected to appear
in court on Dec. 4.
Contact Alison Parker at
breezenews@gmail.com.

queer | Performance important
for LGBT members, Madison Equality
Brian prescott / the breeze

TOP HARTS has enough mats to allow up to 40 people to spend
the night at its shelter. BOTTOM Derek Merberger, 21, stays at the
HARTS shelter when he has to, but he prefers his independence.

Most of the supplies it gives
away are donated from various different organizations
and Harrisonburg community members.
HARTS is looking for items
like clothing, toiletries, medication and bus passes to
give out at their shelters.
For more information about

what they need or to learn
how to become a volunteer,
visit hartsshelter.org.
Eric Graves, a staff
writer for The Breeze,
contributed to this report.
Contact Jen Eyring at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Megan Trindell / the breeze

Tim Miller has been working with theater and dance students since Saturday for a performance tonight.
from front

The workshops filled up
within just a few days, according to Maggie McCampbell, a
second-year grad student and
the grad assistant for LBGT and
Ally program.
“Because he’s so passionate,
he’s taught me to start having
that passion for my own performance,” said freshman Tori
Powell.
Powell and the other students
will perform tonight at 8 p.m. in
the Forbes dance theatre.
“He always knows the right
things to say to get us to look
deep inside ourselves,” Powell
said. “He gave me the strength
to open up and talk about [suicide] in front of an audience.”
M i l l e r ’s p e r f o r m a n c e

Tuesday combined monologue,
dance and acting to describe
how he’s torn between America
and other countries that would
allow him the same marriage
rights a straight couple has.
“He did a great job of breaking the performance up into
sections using different voices, lighting and memories,”
said Lexie Thrash, a freshman
theater and dance major. “It
felt like a whole production with
just one man.”
In one scene, he talks about
a trip to Niagara Falls with his
partner of 18 years. He remembers watching the annual
tug-of-war contest between
Americans and Canadians and
realized that he was the rope
— torn between America, his
home, and Canada, which he

sees as more free.
“What’s wrong with us?”
Miller said during his performance. “How can we not allow
gay marriage, but a straight
person can buy a spouse on a
website?”
For Sarah Hogg, vice president of Madison Equality, the
performance was an important
one for the organization. About
15 members attended.
“It was cool to see a performer who wasn’t afraid to say what
he thinks,” said Hogg, a sophomore philosophy major. “He
was proactive and showed a
real passion while working as
an activist in his performance.”
CONTACT Bridget
Condon and IJ Chan at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Redbox | Center offers entire
Disney collection and ‘Star Wars’
from page 3

Rayner said that over time,
more students have come to
the center as the selection
has broadened.
“The movie library is
increasing constantly,”

Rayner said. “From student
and employee suggestions,
we’ve gathered new blockbusters and full seasons of
television shows.”
The Media Resources Center now has the entire Disney
movie collection, “Star Wars”

on Blu-ray, and classics like
“Some Like It Hot.”
Video editing software and
laptop rentals are also free.
Contact Elizabeth
Dsurney at dsurneeg@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Provost’s office undervalues
professors at JMU
The budget forum hosted by
the provost’s office last week
was intended to inform faculty
about budgetary planning,
obligations and priorities at JMU.
By including the faculty, the aim
was to help the faculty play a
role in shaping JMU’s future.
Instead, it merely exacerbated
already terrible facultyadministrative relations.
When asked about shifting a
small amount of money around to
fund faculty raises, a representative
from the provost’s office answered
by suggesting that faculty at JMU
are not underpaid because a
faculty member who leaves can be
replaced with someone new — and
better — for less money. It was not
an inadvertent statement: I have
since heard him repeat the same
claim.
If that claim is wrong and years of
teaching and research experience
do make a faculty member more
productive and valuable to JMU,
then I don’t see how the university
can expect faculty to continue to
work hard when their efforts are
not rewarded. Indeed, in that case,
junior faculty in particular should
be worried about their future at
JMU.
If, on the other hand, that claim
were correct, then it would seem
that the JMU faculty are nothing
special. If that’s the case, one
wonders why students would
choose to attend JMU in the first
place.
But at least I now know one
way that JMU is unique: It’s one
university where the provost’s
office, which is supposed to be
an advocate for faculty, openly
denigrates our contribution to the
university.
Howard Lubert
Department of political science

Community
unfairly profiles locals
There’s a persistent and ugly
rumor that has dogged
Harrisonburg for years: that black
and Hispanic gangsters
abduct and rape female JMU
students as part of a “gang initiation.”
This year, owners of off-campus
housing complexes and the
(predominantly white) Greek
organizations participated in
spreading this rumor. Although
CHARGE, the local gang task force,
formally distances itself from such
sordid rumors, it does little to dispel
them.
This is because these rumors give
local police campaigns a reason to
heavily patrol the (mostly black and
Hispanic) working-class “townie”
neighborhoods mostly concentrated
in the north end of Harrisonburg,
These rumors racially profile
men of color in the (largely white
and middle-class) JMU student
neighborhoods, strengthening the
“town-gown divide” and allowing
media to ignore the actual issue of
income disparity.
Most townies can’t afford to
attend JMU and are thus consigned
to attending nearby Blue Ridge
Community College or being shut off
from formal higher education, while
the local economy becomes more
and more centered on JMU.
This allows Harrisonburg’s
white population to dehumanize
and criminalize Harrisonburg’s
multiracial working-class and
obscures the actual danger of
campus rape culture. It also serves
to glamorize misogynistic violence
among black and Hispanic male
youth, a crime that will hurt
working-class women of color.
These rumors serve Virginia’s
cradle-to-prison pipeline, where
black and Hispanic prisoners heavily
outnumber whites because of racial
profiling and economic factors.
Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have
condemned the abuses perpetuated
by Virginia’s prisons, but campus
fear-mongering campaigns ignore
this violence.
Nevin Zehr
Blue Ridge Community College
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LUCAS WACHOB | no goal

Money can’t buy you an election

Super PACs brought in big bucks but in reality made very little impact overall in this year’s campaigns
With the election over, we can
finally analyze where all of the
money
went. Who
spent what
and did
it matter?
When you
look at the
numbers, it
didn’t.
After
the 
Supreme Court case Citizens United
v. Federal Election Commission,
corporations and unions were
allowed to spend unlimited
amounts of money voicing their
political views for the first time.
The decision sparked outrage
and hysteria from politicians and
media elites that claimed money
would corrupt politics and that
elections would now be “bought” by
corporations.
Two years later, a post-Citizens
United presidential election has
come and gone. Did it happen?
Were we bought? Are we the
‘Corporate States of America’ now?
No. Like panics over SARS and

bird flu, the Super PAC craze
had more bark than bite. A study
by the Sunlight Foundation, an
organization dedicated to making
government information available
to the public, found that many of
the largest Super PAC efforts failed,
while overall, more Super PAC
money went to losing candidates
than to winners. Despite people’s
fears, money doesn’t corrupt
politics the way it’s commonly
assumed to.
First, there isn’t as much
money in politics as you think.
The numbers look big, and the
increasing rate is significant, but in
the end, Americans aren’t spending
very much on elections.
Second, the effect of money
tends to even out, one reason
being that money mostly buys TV
commercials. As we saw this year,
there are so many ads that they all
get lost in the fray and cancel each
other out. How many votes does the
,th anti-Obama ad sway that
the first  didn’t?
Third, major corporations have
incentives to avoid being political.
Corporations exist to make profits,

which in a free market means they
exist to please consumers. Every
time corporations take a political
stance, they upset and alienate a lot
of their customers. Take the Chickfil-A protests as an example. When
Chick-fil-A’s political views became
public, other fast food competitors
didn’t follow along.
Or consider Target, which had to
backtrack and apologize for weeks
to its customers and employees in
 when it backed an anti-gay
marriage candidate in Minnesota.
Perhaps that’s why publicly traded
corporations make up less than
 percent of Super PAC money.
Corporations want to be profitable
and consumers want them to shut
up about politics. It works.
Finally, democracy isn’t a flimsy
system. If the influx of money is
buying votes, then there must be
voters who have been influenced
by ads. Who, exactly, are they?
Could I meet a few? I’m not sure I
know a single person who changed
their vote over the course of the
campaign. I find it hard to believe
that there would ever be enough
undecided voters to buy an election

that way.
What really lies behind the
desire to restrict money in
politics is a feeling of one’s own
absolute correctness. Instead of
considering if their view might be
wrong or unpopular for reasons
of merit, disappointed politicians
and partisans find ways to claim
they were distorted, cheated or
misunderstood. For intensely
political people, it’s easier to believe
your opponents are being dishonest
than it is to believe you might
actually be wrong.
After an election cycle that
passed just like all the previous
ones, it’s time to stop the hysteria
over Citizens United and money
in politics. If you’re on the losing
end of an election, look at what
you could do differently next time
before blaming the other guy’s
wallet.
Lucas Wachob is a senior public
policy and administration major.
Contact Lucas at wachoblm@
dukes.jmu.edu.

LAUREN DIRUGGIERO | guest columnist

Obamacare isn’t the healthy choice
President Barack Obama’s
re-election has ensured one thing:
“Obamacare” is coming, and we will
have to deal with its consequences.
More formally known as the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act, the law aims to decrease
the number of uninsured Americans
while simultaneously reducing the
overall cost of healthcare. Champions
of the plan celebrate the universal
access to insurance, greater premiums
for higher-risk Americans and the
re-engineering of a system that hasn’t
been changed in decades.
So what’s wrong with correcting
undeniable structural flaws in our
healthcare system? I would say
nothing, if there were a better plan.
Unfortunately, Obamacare falls more
into the category of a socialist’s utopia
than a “responsible” plan.
Our country was founded on the
principles of a market economy and
free will for its citizens. When has the

DARTS

government ever been able to dictate
which goods and services its citizens
bought? And where do we draw the
line?
If it’s OK to force citizens to
purchase healthcare, is it OK to force
them to purchase healthy food? More
fuel-efficient cars? Shoes that donate
a percentage of their profit to Africa?
Most people would argue that what
we do with our money is our own
decision. To enact a healthcare plan
that forces all Americans to purchase
healthcare or pay an expensive tax
buy-out instead is unprecedented
and goes against our country’s values.
Americans have never been forced to
purchase any good or service at the
discretion of the government. Why
start now?
Besides that, Obamacare simply
isn’t fiscally responsible. According
to Forbes, the law will include an
entitlement that adds  million more
Americans to the Medicaid rolls,

PATS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “wow-I-didn’t-expect-that”
pat to the pep band for playing a
Justin Bieber song at the game.
From a freshman who will be
going to basketball games just to see
the band this year.

A “why-Madison-why?” dart
to senior administration for its
plan to boost employee morale by
mandating longer work hours four

days a week this summer.
From a devoted staff member
who believes that “flexible”
scheduling should be determined by
the people and for the people.
A “knight-in-shining-armor”
pat to the very kind gentleman
who helped me up after I fainted
in Starbucks and cut up my nose.
From a girl who only wishes she
knew your name.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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which is not only irresponsible, but
also unreasonable, considering our
mounting debt.
Forbes also estimates that by
, the federal government will
spend an additional $ billion a
year on Obamacare programs. Our
government will be spending more
on healthcare — which is already
a quarter of the United States’
overstretched budget — to get fewer
services. In order to control costs and
promote efficiency, an Independent
Payment Advisory Board of 
Obama-elected officials will review
and restrict doctor reimbursements,
limiting treatment options for
doctors and patients and dissuading
prospective doctors from entering the
healthcare profession.
This will affect American
consumers. Insurance companies,
which will no longer be able to
reject patients based on pre-existing
conditions or age, will be forced

A “get-dressed” dart to the
GDI’s in pajamas who snicker as
I walk by in professional attire on
my way to class.
From a fraternity gentleman
who will probably be your boss
one day, so learn how to dress
now.
An “every-little-bit-counts”
pat to the people who do nice and
helpful things every day but don’t
always get thanked or mentioned
in pats.
From a student who knows that
campus is a better place because
of you.
A “that’s-not-what-we-do”
dart to the FROG who felt it was

to increase premiums. Insurance
premiums are expected to increase .
percent in  and up to . percent
by , according to America’s
Health Insurance Plans.
Small businesses with more than
 employees will be forced to provide
health insurance for employees
working more than  hours a week.
This will cause many business owners
to cut employees or employee hours
because of the increase in the price
of labor.
Obamacare would not only stress
an already debt-laden budget; it
would also go against the values
Americans have held since the
founding of our country.
Lauren DiRuggiero is a junior
communication studies and
writing, rhetoric and technical
communication double major.
Contact Lauren at diruggla@
dukes.jmu.edu.

necessary to call out their OPAs.
From a fellow FROG who knows
that we don’t have to get together to
keep that  feeling going.
A “good-to-know-gentlemenstill-exist” pat to the guy on the
bus with his eyebrow pierced who
let me off before him even though
he had a heavy backpack.
From woman who’s had a really
bad couple of weeks and was glad
to see some guys still have common
courtesy.
A “this-is-getting-old” dart to
JMU.
From a junior who is tired of
always having to fight for a parking
spot on East Campus.
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Men’s Basketball

Tussle in Tinseltown

Dukes take experienced roster west to open regular season against a young, highly touted UCLA team
By Stephen Proffitt
The Breeze

JMU is 1-30 all-time against ranked opponents. The one win came 20 years ago in
California. The Dukes travel back there to play
No. 13 UCLA tonight.
The team is looking forward to getting its
regular season underway against a talented
UCLA team.
“Win or lose, I think this is going to be a good
opportunity for us to continue to learn a lot
about our team,” head coach Matt Brady said
during Tuesday’s final practice before flying to
California.
The Bruins, coached by Ben Howland, enter
tonight’s matchup with two wins already under
their belt against Indiana State and UC Irvine.
“Based on the tape I watched of them
against Indiana State, they are formidable
and they are explosive offensively,” Brady said.
“Ben’s teams always play really good defense.
It’s a challenging game.”
While statistically, the Dukes are heavy
underdogs, they do have something the Bruins lack: senior leadership. JMU has six seniors
in its arsenal, five of which are redshirt seniors.
Guards Devon Moore and A.J. Davis, and forwards Rayshawn Goins, Andrey Semenov and
Gene Swindle are all fifth-years while forward
Alioune Diouf is the only true senior.
In addition, the Dukes have five freshmenwho could have considerable impacts on the
upcoming season. Guard Ron Curry finished
with nine points in 17 minutes of play. Freshman guard Charles Cooke saw 23 minutes in
the exhibition and had nine points in the game.
Other freshmen include guard Andre Nation
and forwards Taylor Bessick and Dimitrije
Cabarkapa, who will take a redshirt this season.
Bessick and Cabarkapa saw limited playing
time against Philadelphia, while Nation didn’t
play due to a tooth problem.
UCLA’s roster, on the other hand, contains
one lone senior in guard Larry Drew II.

meet the player

The Bruins will rely heavily on a talented
freshmen class consisting of six newcomers,
though only five will be at Howland’s disposal.
Shabazz Muhammad, No. 2 on ESPNU’s top
100 list for the 2012 freshman class, was recently deemed ineligible to play by the NCAA after
accepting benefits during unauthorized visits
while in high school.
This could be an opening for the Dukes to
knock off the Bruins, but Brady doesn’t think
too much of it.
“I don’t think them not having one player for
right now is going to significantly impact their
team a lot,” he said.
Brady and his staff hadn’t set a starting five
by Tuesday’s practice, but he hinted at the possibility of a freshman starting at small forward.
In terms of the number of players seeing the
floor tonight, Brady is sticking with the number 10. He said players’ effort in practice would
determine who those 10 are.
Brady will also heavily rely on his six seniors
tonight as they begin the season.
“I think those guys will really determine
how good of a team we become,” Brady said. “I
think it’s premature to start counting on young
guys to determine how good your team will be.”
JMU’s one win against a ranked team came
in 1992 when it beat the University of California
Berkley 90-75 in a game played in East Rutherford, N.J.
“I’d love to help that record become 2-0,”
Brady added with a laugh. “Like I’ve said all
summer long, this is certainly a game to point
at to get your team ready and excited.”
In the end, Brady has one objective for
the Dukes as they return to Harrisonburg after
spending their first four games on the road.
“ That w e st ay h e a l t hy ,” h e sa i d .
“If we can show great fight no matter the circumstance, then I think that’s
something we can take and build on.”
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffittjs@gmail.com.

becky sullivan / The Breeze

Redshirt senior guard A.J. Davis runs a play in practice. Davis is one of six
seniors on this year’s team, including fellow guards Devon Moore and Alioune
Diouf. Davis finished fourth in the CAA with 15.9 points per game last season.

Football (7-3)

Dukes prepare for tumble with royalty
Playoff hopes hinge on Saturday’s game against one-loss ODU as quarterback situation remains in the air
By Tony Schaffner
The Breeze

Katie Harman
cross country
Katie Harman is a senior
health sciences major from
Clarksville, MD. She finished
14th overall at the 2012
NCAA Southeast regionals.
She is a two-time All-Region
performer.
By Evan Nicely
contributing writer

What is your biggest
accomplishment as a
runner? I ran 4:20 in the

1500-meter race in the East
Coast Athletic Conference
last season when I got third
overall. It was the fastest
time I had gotten in that
event, and it was really nice
because it was the event I
had focused on.

What are you expecting
out of yourself and
your team in the ECAC
championships? I would
like to win it since I won last
year. My goals are to win the
individual race again and for
the team win. We’re missing
two of our girls but that
doesn’t change the goal. I
just want to have everyone
race as hard as they can.

What do you love most
about your team?
Everyone really jokes
around and we all get along
well as friends and in the
locker room. There’s not
any drama within the team,
and everyone’s really good
friends outside of it.

What is your favorite
thing about JMU? I love

the mountains and going
hiking. As a team, we get to
go running on the trails and
it’s really pretty being able to
run in such a great place.

There are 32 possible scenarios
that could unfold this weekend to
decide who wins the Colonial Athletic Association title.
JMU has one thing to worry about:
beating Old Dominion University
Saturday.
The Dukes are on the verge of
a playoff berth with seven wins.
Should JMU lose Saturday, the playoff picture gets dicey.
JMU has already been eliminated
from the CAA’s automatic playoff
berth, leaving its only chance for
postseason play in the hands of the
playoff selection committee. Regardless of whether JMU shares the CAA
title after Saturday’s slate of games,
it must be awarded an at-large bid at
this point to compete in the playoffs.
The Dukes’ chances for this are
further complicated by weak nonconference wins against Saint
Francis University and Alcorn State
University, losses to playoff-eligible
Richmond and Villanova, and the
fact JMU has only one win this season against a team with a winning
recond — an Oct. 6 victory against
Towson.
JMU has fresh wounds coming off
a 35-20 loss at the hands of Villanova
University, when it only generated 90
yards of offense in the first half and
went 4-12 on third down and threw
two interceptions. The Dukes will
have to fix their season-long battle
with offensive consistency quickly if
they want to rebound on Saturday.
But the task will be complicated,
because redshirt junior quarterback
Justin Thorpe is nursing shoulder
and ankle injuries heading into this
week’s game.
The Monarchs, on the other hand,
possess the most dynamic offense
in the CAA, averaging 45 points per
game, and will pose an offensive
challenge the Dukes haven’t seen
since their Sept. 15 date with West
Virginia University.
Offensively, the Monarchs possess
an aerial attack led by sophomore
quarterback Taylor Heinicke that
has stifled defenses all season long,
as they’ve accumulated more than
3,800 yards passing en route to a
nearly perfect record.
ODU likes to throw to multiple
receivers using the depth it has in
its receiving corps. Four different

lauren gordon / the breeze

Redshirt freshman quarterback Mack Spees throws a pass in practice on Tuesday as Justin Thorpe watches. Spees started
the season off the depth chart but may be pressed into service if the injured Thorpe, freshman Michael Birdsong and
Vanderbilt transfer Lafonte Thourogood all end up sidelined. If he plays, it will be Spees’ first collegiate appearance.

receivers for the Monarchs have at
least 35 receptions, 500 receiving
yards and three touchdowns.
The Dukes are going to have to
make a statement on defense and get
back on track after giving up more
than 450 yards last week to Villanova.
Head coach Mickey Matthews
will have the best chance at victory
this weekend if the Dukes control
the time of possession, tire out the
Monarchs by running the football
and force turnovers on defense.
In addition, this Saturday will be
Senior Night for the Dukes, which
could potentially be the last time
many seniors like Earl Watford, Leavander Jones and Brian Barlow don
the purple and gold in their collegiate career.
This game also represents the
last time JMU will play ODU as CAA
rivals before the Monarchs make the
jump to Conference USA next season. The Dukes have an opportunity
to even the series at one game apiece
after last year’s 23-20 loss, which was
capped by a blocked JMU field goal
attempt as time expired.
Kickoff on Saturday is at 7 p.m. at
Bridgeforth Stadium. The NBC Sports

Network will televise the game.

Players to watch
on offense
#14 QB Taylor Heinicke

Heinicke is possibily the most
dominant offensive weapon in the
CAA. He is the clear favorite to win
the CAA Offensive Player of The
Year award, throwing for 3,801 passing yards —1,000 more yards than
the closest quarterback — alongside 31 passing touchdowns and
eight rushing scores. Heinicke is the
field general who has orchestrated
the conference’s top scoring offense
and passing attack. ODU averages 45
points and 385 yards per game.

#7 WR Nick Mayers

This 5’7’’ redshirt senior, who has
959 yards and 11 touchdowns, is
the leading receiver for an offense
that possesses multiple talented
receivers. Mayers has the speed and
prowess of a punt returner and is
a threat whenever he has the ball
in his hands. His signature performance came in the 64-61 win
over New Hampshire, when he

recorded 271 receiving yards and
three touchdowns.

Players to watch
on defense
#12 LB Craig Wilkins

Wilkins is a one-man wrecking
ball who leads the Monarchs with
67 tackles, including 10 tackles for
a loss, four sacks, two interceptions
and a forced fumble. Wilkins is also
responsible for blocking JMU’s field
goal as time expired in last season’s
matchup.

#90 DT Chris Burnette

This 6’4,” 290 pound defensive
lineman is a force at the line of
scrimmage. In his redshirt senior
season, Burnette has been dominant as the central cog on ODU’s
defensive line and is second on
the team with 60 tackles and
three sacks. The Dukes are going
to have to make sure he’s consistently blocked in order to get their
rushing attack on track this week.

Contact Tony Schaffner at
schaffaj@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Time for thanks?
A week at home may mean more stress than relaxation

Good
riddance,
Green Day
Punk band’s latest
album cliché, angsty
By Jack Knetemann
The Breeze

margie currier / the breeze

Thanksgiving is basically a big
tailgate.
It’s a whole holiday centered on
food, football and family. I doubt
the pilgrims and Native Americans
knew their little dinner party would
become one of the greatest American
traditions, or, more importantly, the
reason for a weeklong break from the
grueling college lifestyle. But I give
thanks for that.
While I think we’re all more than
ready for a little rest and relaxation,
Thanksgiving Break can come with
some stress of its own.
First, there’s the family issue. For
some, this may be the first reunion
with your parents after going away
to college. Get ready to make up for
lost time, because all your friends’
breaks probably don’t start until
Tuesday. On the bright side, this
gives you four days to try and get
your parents to buy you as many
things as possible.
No matter how close you are with
your family, don’t be surprised if the

transition back home isn’t exactly
smooth. After all, your mom will
probably be just as frustrated by your
new habit of leaving cereal bowls
sitting around the house as you are
by her constant requests to help her
cook.
It’s not just spending quality time
with your parents and younger
brother (who has taken to tackling
you every chance he gets). For many
families, Thanksgiving is the only
time of year when extended relatives
get together, probably because they
can only tolerate each other once a
year.
Anyway, it can be a test to your
patience. You’ll probably have to
tell your uncle your major five times
or pretend to care about the ArmyNavy rivalry to get out of helping set
the table. I’m bracing myself for my
grandma asking me why I haven’t
found a husband yet, which she’s
been doing every year since I was 15.
Then there’s Black Friday, which
I’m more stressed about than finals.

Did you know that some stores are
opening as early as 8 p.m. Thursday
night? That means people are
clamoring for iPad Minis before I’ve
even digested three non-mini slices
of pumpkin pie.
Finally, the placement of
Thanksgiving Break just weeks before
exam week makes it difficult to forget
about school. But there’s a difference
between “difficult” and “impossible,”
which is why every year on the last
Sunday of Thanksgiving Break, I can
be found in Carrier, crying over the
studying I didn’t do all week.
Despite the challenges that come
with family bonding and consumerist
culture, I hope everyone takes
some time to reflect on what they’re
thankful for. For me, that’ll most likely
be the leftover mashed potatoes I
bring back to school and the fact that
No Shave November is ending soon.
Sallie Drumheller is a senior media
arts & design major. Contact Sallie
at drumhesr@dukes.jmu.edu.

Mask
mélange
A trip around the world is as
close as Memorial Hall.
The “Masks from Around
the World” collection was
compiled by Mae Frantz, a former
communications professor
for 28 years at JMU. Frantz,
who passed away in 2008,
collected the masks from her
worldwide travels, as well as from
retirement and birthday gifts
from friends.
Frantz’s daughter, Janice
McArdle, donated the masks to
display in honor of her mother’s
dedication to education.
Various professors, especially
in the College of Education, use
the masks to teach students
about the range of culture in the
arts.
The masks represent nature
spirits, folk heroes, saints and
demons. In Asia, masks were
used to praise gods.
They were commonly first used
for theater performances by the
Romans.
becky sullivan / the breeze

There are few things that scream
midlife crisis more than suddenly
trying to act like a teenager —
especially when it’s for a second
time.
“¡Dos!” is the second in a trilogy
of albums by Green Day, all three
of which are released within six
months. The albums are the band’s
attempt to get back to the looser
approach that characterized their
earlier work. Keep in mind that all
three members of Green Day hover
around 40 years of age, so hearing
Billie Joe Armstrong sing about
something called a “Makeout Party”
is pretty disturbing.
Green Day

¡Dos!


Released Nov. 12

The recording quality and overall
effort exhibited on “¡Dos!” raise
the question of whether Green
Day actually wants this music to
be heard. Perhaps they’re just
looking to distance themselves from
the mess that was “21st Century
Breakdown.”
The album doesn’t have anything
that can pass as a single. First single
“Stray Heart” is nothing but the
bassline from Jet’s “Are you Gonna
Be My Girl?” The other potential
single, “Stop When the Red Lights
Flash,” chooses to make its hook
memorable only by repeating it over
and over again. Armstrong says “I’ll
make you surrender” so many times
you’ll really want to.
It looks like a valid strategy, too,
with tracks like “Ashley,” which
describes a girl who’s “bumming
around,” has a “tangled mind,”
and is “crying at a bloody murder.”
There’s no attempt to connect
these thoughts into a recognizable
character, so the song falls flat.
“Lazy Bones,” should be right
up Green Day’s ally; the band
has always been energetic about
lethargy. Compared to their classics
“Brain Stew” and “Burnout,” lines
on their new track “Lazy Bones” like
“I can’t sleep tonight ’cause I’m so
tired” are redundant.
The band is using these three
albums as a diversion from the
pretentious streak of “American
Idiot” and “21st Century
Breakdown.”
But the irony of “¡Dos!” is that
such a lazy attitude reveals another
type of pretension. Green Day
thinks they can get away with
releasing such half-baked albums,
as if their fans will tolerate it.
The last of the trilogy, “¡Tre!”
comes out Dec. 11, so it won’t be
long before Green Day have a
chance to redeem themselves. But
based on “¡Dos!” Green Day fans
might be better off shielding their
ears than giving the band another
chance.
Contact Jack Knetemann at
knetemjw@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Classifieds

CHILDCARE OVER CHRISTMAS BREAK: Kids are 13, 11,
and 11 (B-G-B). Great kids...
just need a hand getting
lunch + rides to see friends or
activities. $ negotiable. Text/
call/email 540-820-5730...
randallnutter@comcast.net
DANCE ACADEMY NOW
INTERVIEWING for parttime dance instructors for
fall 2012-spring 2014. Must
have car and be willing to
stay through May 2014. Numerous dance forms taught.
Experience preferred. Call
540-810-3631.

FREE KITTEN - see www.
mvpm.biz

PROFESSIONAL GRADE
APARTMENT. Large fully furnished, modern, 1 bedroom,
cable TV, internet, washer/
dryer. $700 plus electric. No
students. Available January 1,
2013. 1-540-432-1989.

CAREGIVERS NEEDED to
supervise groups of little
dancers during their concert
rehearsal week in Wilson
Hall Auditorium, May 20-24.
Must be able to work all dates
and times, 2-3 hours per day
between the hours of 3:458:45 pm Mon-Thurs of week
specified and 6-10 pm Sat.
May 25, 2-6 pm Sun, May
26. References required. Call
540-810-3631.
LARGE 4-BEDROOM
2-BATH CLOSE TO MEMORIAL HALL. Large yard,
porch, deck, central AC,
washer/dryer. June-to-June
lease for group of 4. $350
per student per month. Call
540-433-0380.
3 OR 4 BEDROOM, 1-BATH,
close to main campus and
Memorial Hall. Yard, washer/
dryer, June-to-June lease.
$400 per-student per-month
for group of 3; $325 per-student per-month for group of
4. 540-433-0380.
TWO STUDENT FRIENDLY
HOUSES for rent for 20132014 academic year. Close to
campus. One year lease. Call
810-3631 for details.
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Autumn’s
Collections
Have Arrived

Facebook.com/shopvalleymall
TheValleyMall.com
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what’s inside
Your off-campus guide
Decorative gurus tell all
Hidden housing

4
8
12

Decorating don’ts
Roommate 101
There’s a golf house?

14
16
19

Matt Schmachtenberg / The Breeze
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MADISON MONOPOLY
Don’t go bankrupt. Here’s our
guide to some off-campus
housing locations, including
information about payments,
amenities and options.
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Harrisonburg’s Best Value
t
Voted Bes
Place To
Live in the
2012 Best
rg
Of The 'Bu

$380

Includes: Cable, Internet (WiFi), Water,
Sewer, Trash, Recycling, Electricity
($30 Cap), and a Gold’s Gym Membership

Monthly

(540) 705-7080
WWW.ROCKTOWNREALTY.COM

No Gimmicks - No Hassle Leasing - Apply for Free!
info@harrisonburgmill.com | 540-438-3322 | Harrisonburgmill.com
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Problem-free partying
Students can avoid visits from the police by registering off-campus festivities
By IJ Chan and
Alison Parker
The Breeze

Many JMU students avoid
interacting with police during
weekends, but it might not hurt
them as much as they think.
If word gets out about a party,
hundreds of guests may flock
to it, which can result in noise
complaints.
To avoid this, students can register a party with the Emergency
Communications Center. The ECC
doesn’t send a list of parties to the
Harrisonburg Police Department.
The host can call the ECC at
540-434-4436 and give their name,
phone number and address, and
the number of a second person
to contact in case the host doesn’t
answer the phone.
If a noise complaint is made, an
ECC dispatcher will call the host
and give them a single warning.

When reached, it’s the responsibility of that person to either shut
down the party or lower the noise
level.
If neither party is reached or a
second noise complaint is called
in after the first warning, the ECC
will send one or more policemen to
the party to shut it down.
Josh VerStandig, a May graduate,
said he always registered their parties. VerStandig said it made him
feel much safer at parties.
“If something went wrong then
the police could get in touch with
us, and if something went wrong
internally from our standpoint,”
VerStandig said. “We could contact
the police and they would know
ahead of time that we were having
a party, that way it wouldn’t catch
them off guard.”
VerStandig said that whenever
he and his friends threw parties,
they took certain measures to
minimize danger. For example,

no strangers were allowed to enter
their parties.
“For us, anyone in house was
always one step away from knowing us,” VerStandig said. “We never
had anyone who didn’t know us or
know our close friends.”
He also thinks registering parties
helped build a positive relationship
with both the JMU and Harrisonburg police.
“They knew that they could
come to us if they saw something
getting out of hand and we would
take care of it,” VerStandig said.
Sam Glier, a senior ISAT major,
said registering has allowed him to
connect with the cops.
“I’ve actually gotten to know
a couple of the officers on a firstname basis,” he said.
Glier said registering parties
makes him more conscious about
the number of people at his parties
and keeping the noise level down.
“I’ve been to parties where there

are way too many people,” Glier
said. “The cops show up and stand
in front of the houses, make everyone leave and make everyone show
their IDs and write everyone up if
they’re underage.”
Cpl. Chris Terrell of Harrisonburg police said when they respond
to a noise complaint, it can go one
of two ways.
Police carry a device that measures noise level by decibels. If it
reaches a certain noise level, police
can break up the party. If the party
isn’t loud enough to get shut down,
they may tell the host to control the
guests.
"It’s another way that we help you
out and keeping us from answering
so many party complaints,” Terrell
said. “Be aware of everything at your
party ... Don’t be afraid to call us."
Contact IJ Chan
and Alison Parker at
breezenews@gmail.com.
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more than

a room
By Laura Weeks and greer
drummond | The Breeze

Students showcase their
artistic bedrooms and give
tips for decorating your own.

TIFFANY ADLER, senior interior design major

Sean Cassidy / The Breeze

Red and gold accent the room of Tiffany Adler, a senior interior design major living in the Manor.

Although Tiffany Adler’s apartment is in
the Manor, her room feels like a Mediterranean getaway.
With deep shades of red, purple and gold
accenting the dozen of pillows and handstitched bedspread, the senior interior
design major chose to fill her bedroom with
warm colors.
“They bring life to the room,” Adler said.
Plum and gold candle sconces mount the
wall next to her bed, and a monogrammed
lamp also adds extra warmth and character.
Despite the luxurious feel to her room,
Adler is “always on a budget.” Her furniture,
which includes a huge mahogany bed as the
centerpiece, a nightstand and a dresser, was
handed down from friends who were moving
out of their apartment last year.
To cut costs, Adler scopes out thrift stores,
including Mercy House.
“You never know what you’ll find,” Adler

said.
Adler also enjoys shopping for antiques.
One of her favorite pieces in her bedroom is
an engraved mirror she got from her grandmother. Instead of hanging on the wall,
though, the heirloom lies against it so Adler
can use it as a makeup mirror.
She’s also looking forward to bringing
home an art installation she just completed,
inspired by Dutch designer Petra Blaisse. The
“curtain wall,” made from chicken wire and
aluminum foil, will most likely hang on the
ceiling, so that when the light shines through
it, designs will project throughout the room.
Because she’ll be living there next year,
too, Adler has plans to paint her bathroom
with purple, gold and red to match her
bedspread.
“I like a pop of color,” she said. “Too much
can be overwhelming. My style is pretty
simple.”
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DAN DECHIARA, senior industrial design major

brian prescott / the breeze

LEFT Senior Dan Dechiara designed his bedroom with minimalism in mind. RIGHT The industrial
design major made this bench out of a slab of live Edgewood. It took about 20 hours to build.

For Dan Dechiara, less is more.
Inspired by minimalist art movements,
the senior industrial design major likes
the simplicity of his bedroom in Urban
Exchange.
“It feels more like a room you’d live in as
a real person, instead of a college student,”
Dechiara said. “My room last year was really
crowded. It’s easier to function when it’s not
so busy.”
A large nude portrait hangs above his
bed, painted by Chrissy Sibilia, a senior
art major and Dechiara’s girlfriend. The
artwork’s warm red and orange tones bring
a pop of color to the room’s otherwise blackand-white scheme.
“I didn’t want a lot of posters,” Dechiara

said. “I just wanted one large painting to
take up the wall.”
His passion for film photography is seen
in the various camera lenses on his drawing
table. Dechiara often shoots industrial
spaces, like abandoned buildings.
Just outside of his room, a wooden bench
he made in a woodshop class last semester
sits on his balcony. The bench, which
weighs about 50 pounds and made from a
slab of live Edgewood, took Dechiara about
20 hours to construct.
Dechiara designed his room with the idea
of functionality in mind.
“It’s about how the objects take up space,
rather than a focus on a subject or theme,”
he said.

EMILY FITZPATRICK, fifth-year media arts and design major
Senior Emily Fitzpatrick’s bedroom is
inspired by collections of diverse souvenirs
from trips around the world, including ones
to Jamaica, Egypt and Italy.
“I was raised in an eclectic house,” said
Fitzpatrick, a media arts and design major.
“My parents always had art on the walls, so
that’s inspired my decorating style.”
Fitzpatrick sees her room as an accumulation of travels she and her family and
friends have taken. She has a conch shell
from Jamaica and calligraphy from Egypt.
She also plans to hang up a hand-sketched
portrait by an artist in Urbino, Italy, and
some black-and-white portraits she’s taken.
As an art minor, she likes to mix patterns
and textures, as seen in the collection of
throw pillows on her bed.
Fitzpatrick and roommate Kristen “Kiki”

Baton use their refrigerator door as a meeting ground for whatever inspires them.
There are dozens of magazine ads and
motivational quotes, which help Fitzpatrick
decide what she’s going to do whenever she
decorates.
One of Fitzpatrick’s favorite decorations
in her room is her 1981 National Geographic
map she found in her parents’ house.
“It has the USSR and Yugoslavia on it,
which is so cool,” Fitzpatrick said. “I’m fascinated by the blending of cultures.”
Fitzpatrick’s dresser drawer has 10 different knobs on it from various thrift and
boutique stores in Virginia. She’s had
the dresser since she was a child and has
changed the knobs over the years.
“It’s pretty much matured with me,” Fitzpatrick said.

Matt schmachtenberg / the breeze

Emily Fitzpatrick’s 2-year-old cat, Ava, sits among a collection of pillows in Urban Exchange.
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LARGER ELECTRIC CAP POSSIBLE WIFI PROVIDED

540.908.2812
NORTH38APTS.COM

1190 Meridian Circle
Harrisonburg, VA
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hidden

GEMS

By Joanna Morelli | contributing writer

Somewhat off the grid, these quieter communities are mainly
geared toward graduate students. But they may be good options for
those wishing to avoid the daytime traffic and evening party scene.

Overlook at stone spring
699 JOHN TYLER CIRCLE
About 12 minutes from campus by car; 20 minutes by bus;
and 45 by foot, according to Google Maps
Stone Spring apartment complexes, located less than two miles from campus on John
Tyler Circle, provides a fresh twist to the typical student living.
All units have two bedrooms, two bathrooms with granite countertops, two spacious
walk-in closets, living areas, balcony, a washer
and dryer, a kitchen with modern appliances
and hardwood flooring throughout the entire
space.
The pet-friendly rooms can be fully furnished for an additional $40 per month in
addition to the $575 per month base rent. All
rooms feature a security alarm, Wi-Fi and

cable with HBO.
Clubhouse construction is underway, with
things to look forward to like a café, outdoor
fireplace, saltwater pool, volleyball court, billiard and game room, gym, tanning beds and
a pet park.
Leonard Richards Jr., a senior history major
and resident, encourages other students to
live in the complex.
“I love Stone Springs because of the
area — the mountains, the landscape,
Bridgeforth stadium, it’s a really beautiful place to live,” Richards Jr. said,
“It’s been a great experience so far.”

matt schmachtenberg / The Breeze

The Overlook apartments at Stone Spring include all hardwood floors and two bedrooms.
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campus view
condominiums
2455 Campus View Circle
About seven minutes from campus
by car; 15 minutes by bus; and 40 by foot,
according to Google Maps
Located less than a mile away from campus, this complex across the street from Copper Beech is brand new and
partially under construction.
The apartments feature four bedrooms, four bathrooms,
spacious closets for each room, a breakfast bar, full kitchen
appliances and a washer and dryer. All units have wall-towall carpet except in the kitchen and bathrooms which have
vinyl flooring.
Additional amenities include a swimming pool with
hammock lounge, hot tub, volleyball court, basketball court,
fitness center and an outdoor fireplace and grill.
The rental units are privately owned which makes for a
more personal experience between the tenant and landlord. Priced at $445 per month, plus an additional $160 for
utilities, the 1,400 square feet units come with high-speed
Internet, private parking, a covered balcony or porch and
a doorbell.
Caitlin Turney, a junior communications major; Casey
Sleigh, a junior health sciences major; and Hannah
MacIsaac, a junior nursing major, live together at Campus
View.
“It’s quiet here, and safe,” Turney said. “It’s [like] a little
secret — a hidden gem.”

Becky Sullivan / The Breeze

Campus View Condominiums have mostly wall-to-wall carpeting and four bedrooms. An outdoor fireplace and grill are included.

sancar flats
at west rock
28 W. ROCK ST.
About nine minutes from campus by car;
20 minutes by bus; and 33 by foot,
according to Google Maps

Jordan cmyela / The Breeze

The newly revamped Sancar Flats dates back to the 1930s. It offers both one- and two-bedroom units.

The newly renovated Sancar Flats is
a historic landmark, dating back to the
1930s. It’s located north of Court Square
on West Rock Street, making it ideal for
students who want to live downtown.
There are two layouts available in a
variety of color schemes. One bedroom
units range from $725 to $795 per month
and include a 60-inch double vanity in
the bedroom. Two bedroom apartments
range from $825 to $995 per month.

All units feature granite countertops,
stainless steel appliances, soundproof
walls, hardwood floors, walk-in closets,
large steel rimmed windows and indoor
bicycle parking. Both packages include
Wi-Fi and parking as well as water, sewer
and trash utilities. The shortest lease for
the apartments is 12 months.
“ You’re not going to find anything larger downtown,” said Corey
Koliscak, manager of Sancar Flats.
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Jessica Williams | in plain English

JMU housing and derivative decoration
Picking the perfect apartment additions can be a source of both conflict and clichés

So, you’re moving into your
first apartment. If you’re a girl,
I imagine you’ve found three of
your best
friends to
move in
with, but
there’s
one girl in
the group
that you
all secretly
hate. You
didn’t
invite her to the pre-move-in
celebration at B-Dubs. Now,
you’re all at the local Target,
shopping for decorations to
make your blank walls really
pop.
First, you pick out a great

“Live, Laugh, Love” wall decal
for your bedroom. You want to
be reminded every day that life
is about the journey. Love and
laughter will get you through,
right?
Then you spot a Marilyn
Monroe poster from her glory
days in Hollywood. She’s smiling
at the camera in a way that
makes you forget she had an
explicit affair with the president
of the United States and did
multiple kinds of drugs. She’s
such an inspiration; you have to
get it.
Next, some paint for the one
wall your landlord allows you
to change. It’s bright pink, the
kind that says, “I’m super fun”
but don’t worry, you’ll have

professional looking furniture in
the living room so people know
you also mean business.
You continue looking through
the posters and consider buying
one of Audrey Hepburn in her
classic role as Holly Golightly
in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” but
decide it’s too cliché. You want
your apartment to be as unique
as your personality.
You pick up a corkboard
to cover with cute pictures of
you and your friends so you
can remember all of the good
times you’ve had when you’re
swamped with work. You’re
already planning to layer some of
the better bikini shots from last
year’s spring break trip to Florida
with pictures of cute puppies. It’s

going to be adorable.
From across the aisle, you
spot a few of your best guy
friends shopping for their new
apartment as well. In their cart
is a large American flag. People
need to know how patriotic they
are and we all know there’s no
better way to show that than by
hanging a flag above your couch.
You call the guys over and
talk about how excited you
are to move in. They’re having
a housewarming party this
Saturday and the bottom of their
cart is filled with ping-pong
balls, beer and red Solo cups.
Before you leave, you buy a few
wine and shot glasses to display.
You’re of age now and you want
people to know it.

While you have everything you
need for the move in, you know
the decorating isn’t officially
done until Christmas time when
you put up that token Christmas
wreath and a plastic palm tree
to put presents under. Classic
Christmas trees are too boring.
Maybe you’ll even get a string
of lights hang in your bedroom?
You really want to get into the
spirit this year.
Yes, this year is going to be
great. You’re finally an adult. All
that’s missing is a bean bag chair.
Jessica Williams is a junior
English and writing, rhetoric
and technical communication
double major. Contact Jessica
at breezeopinion@gmail.com.

Students with JACard
receive 10% off purchase!*

$3.00

Visit Our Website to View Our Full Weekly Ad!
(Prices Valid Through 11.27.12)

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream
48oz
Stop by and see the Turkey Hill Cow!
Thursday, Nov. 15. 10am-2pm

$1.99
Kellogg’s Pop Tarts
(8 pk)

$1.00
Powerade Sports
Drinks
(32 oz)

$2.75
Dr Pepper or Mt Dew
(6 pk 24 oz)

Happy Thanksgiving!
We’re thankful for your business.
Red Front will be closed Thanksgiving Day.
*Valid 2012-2013 School Year.
Excludes Special Orders,
Catering, Delivery
Orders and Gift Cards

677 Chicago Ave, Harrisonburg, VA 22802
Monday - Saturday 7 am - 9 pm
& Sunday Noon - 6 pm
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1790 EAST MARKET ST.
(540)-432-8648

Bring in Gently Used
Clothes to SEll
Amazing Gift Cards
for any Occasion!

F ully F u r nish e d!

The MosT space at the besT price.

Just $430 for all-inclusive living.*
we’re located at 321 pheasant run circle. our office hours are Mon. – Fri. 9 am – 5 pm
and sat. 10 am – 2 pm. no appointment necessary! call us at (540) 801-0660 or
visit our roommate bulletin board at:

Follow us on Facebook:
www.Facebook.coM/
pheasanTrunJMu

www.PheasantRun.net
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Where’s the RA? Coping with roommates

Photo illustration by Matt Schmachtenberg / The BReeze

By Emily Winters
The Breeze

Finding the perfect roommate may be one
of the hardest things you tackle in college.
As a senior, I’ve now lived in two different
apartments and a house, with different groups
of roommates each year. The variety has given
me the opportunity to learn how to deal with
different types of people and settings. Here are
some tips I picked up along the way.

Set some ground rules. These can

range from quiet hours, pet peeves, to expectations for cleanliness. Whatever you think
may bother you throughout the year, let your
roommates know now so you can handle any
issues easily if they come up later on.

Get everyone involved. Start a tally

system. List everyone’s name on a whiteboard
and add a star for each chore they completed.
If someone doesn’t have the required amount
of stars at the end of the week, implement a
consequence system, like buying the house a
pizza or paying a fee.

Designate areas for each person’s
food. This way, there won’t be any confu-

sion about what is whose, and you can avoid
conflict over that missing bag of chips. Write
names on food and assign each person a shelf.

Post rent and utility payments
where everyone can see. The kitchen
usually works since everyone is in and out
during the day. If one person is willing to
handle all of the bills, this sometimes makes
it less confusing to keep everything organized
throughout the year.

Keep the living room or common
area clutter-free. Keeping your per-

problem before it becomes a huge frustration
to you. It’s better to bring it up than to let tension build and cause a huge blow-up later. If
this is the case in your apartment or house,
you could also try rotating the responsibility of
doing dishes to a different person each week.

Be considerate. Be mindful of when

When friends visit, clear it with
your roommates first. Chances are,

sonal belongings in your room makes your
roommates happier, and you won’t have to
shuffle your things around to make a spot on
the couch.

your roommates are studying or sleeping. If
one of your roommates tends to spend more
time alone in their room than the others, be
respectful. This doesn’t mean they don’t like
you or don’t want to hang out; some people
just need more time to themselves.

Don’t leave dirty dishes out. Whether

they’re left on the table by the TV or make it to
the sink but not the dishwasher, it’s frustrating to be the person who’s always cleaning up
after everyone. In cases like this, address the

they won’t mind having a few extra people
crash at your place for the weekend, but it’s a
good idea to double check just in case. Also be
mindful of how often your boyfriend or girlfriend comes over. Your roommates may grow
tired of having an extra roommate around
all the time, and you don’t want to make
them constantly feel like the third wheel.
Contact Emily Winters at
winterer@dukes.jmu.edu.
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less PAY. more PLAY.
APPLY ON L IN E TO DAY @ J M S T U D E N T H O U S IN G.CO M

N O W A P E T F R I E N D LY C O M M U N I T Y + O N S H U T T L E B U S R O U T E + O P T I O N A L U T I L I T Y P A C K A G E + I N D I V I D U A L L E A S E S

540.438.3835 • 869 B PORT REPUBLIC RD

“NOW RENTING for the 2013-2014 School Year!” Call Today to Schedule a Showing!

Property types

For ALL Your Student Housing Needs at James Madison University!

Locations

Free application process.
Online maintenance requests.
Apartments, houses, duplexes, condos, townhouses.
540-438-8800

Rinerrentals.com

Follow us on Twitter @ rinerrentals

Follow us on Facebook!
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A real JMU clubhouse
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Men’s golf team passes down a house rich with both stories and tradition

By Chase Kiddy
The Breeze

For the JMU men’s golf team, signing a
lease is as easy as teeing off on a sunny Friday afternoon.
Rather than sprinkling themselves
throughout the apartment complexes of
Harrisonburg, the eight-member JMU
men’s golf team continuously leases two
adjacent four-bedroom apartments in Fox
Hills Townhomes on Devon Lane. Because
the team is so small, two apartments are
enough to house most of the team.
“We usually only have about eight guys
that are looking to live off campus,” said
junior finance major Ben Firebaugh. “The
two houses sort of fill that in. We’ve had a
few guys that go off and kind of do their
own thing, but for the most part, it’s just
whoever wants to live there.”
Firebaugh transferred from Division II
Newberry College in South Carolina last
spring. He lucked into a sublease in Squire
Hill for his first semester but jumped at the
opportunity to live in the golf house with
his teammates.
“We’re already kind of like a family anyway,” Firebaugh said.
Still, the house isn’t without its practical purposes.
“The best part of living there is the
location,” said Tucker Koch, Firebaugh’s
roommate and fellow golf team member. “It’s close to campus, a lot of food
places and lots of other student housing
complexes.”
The two apartments are passed down
through the years from player to player.
It’s not only convenient for when it comes
time to find a place to live; it also provides
an understanding environment.
“Everyone’s on the same schedule; they
understand the time commitment,” Firebaugh said. “If you live with people that
aren’t athletes, they don’t understand
when it’s 11 o’clock that you’re ready to go
to bed. Or if you’ve got to get up at 5 o’clock
the next morning for a tournament, you
don’t want to have a big party Friday night.”
The house is covered with posters of notable icons from the golf world — including
Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy — grabbed
from a former JMU player who’s a member at TPC Sawgrass. But posters of smaller

Courtesy of jmu athletics

Junior Ben Firebaugh (top), junior Tucker Koch (bottom left) and senior Ryan Vince all live in one
of two designated JMU golf team houses in Fox Hills, which has been passed down for years.

stars like Trevor Immelman also hang on
the walls, reminding the players of the full
gamut from amateur to professional.
Central to the décor is a huge handwritten poster detailing the team’s goals.
Among the proposed accomplishments
for the 2012-2013 season are to come home
with the Colonial Athletic Association

championship and to finish a tournament
with a team score at least 15 under par.
The years have taken their toll on the
quality of the building, and that wear and
tear is reflected throughout the house. Still,
the apartment isn’t without its charms.
“It has a lot of character to it,” Firebaugh
said.

For example, he and his roommates
wound up with two holes in one of their
closet doors. They responded as most men
would.
“It looked like two eyes, so at the time,
we thought It’d be a good idea to [put] a
smiley face in the door,” Firebaugh said.
“Then a couple weeks ago for Halloween,
we put a strobe light in there, and it looked
like a Jack-o-Lantern. It was our decoration door.”
The golf house is certainly never boring.
Two big screen televisions line the upstairs
living room, and they’re almost always
being used. After a long day of class, practice, workouts and studying, Firebaugh
and his roommates always have something
relaxing to come home to.
“We play a lot of ‘Mario Party,’ ” Firebaugh said. “We have a scoreboard, and
at the end of the semester, somebody will
win a prize.”
Firebaugh always plays with Birdo,
even though he and his roommates just
unlocked Magikoopa and Shy Guy.
When they aren’t playing “Mario Party,”
the golf team will invite friends over for TV
nights. Every Wednesday night, 20 or so
people will show up to watch “American
Horror Story.” Typically, it’s friends from
the nearby JMU baseball and field hockey houses. The members of the two sports
teams are close friends.
In the winter, the team decorates the
house and throws an annual Christmas
party, complete with Secret Santa.
“Firebaugh dressed up like Santa and
we sit on his lap to ask for presents,” said
roommate Rich Leeper. “Friends come to
sing Christmas songs and spread the holiday joy.”
It’s traditions like these that have allowed
Firebaugh to ease into his new habitat.
“I’m starting to view Harrisonburg as
more of my home,” said Firebaugh, who’s
originally from Vinton, Va.
The city’s about to get even homier, as
Firebaugh is planning to stay here for the
summer, too, which might allow him some
time to fix some of those holes.
Chances are he won’t repair them.
It’s probably better that way, anyway.
Contact Chase Kiddy at
breezesports@gmail.com.
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